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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE KUALA LUMPUR 4870 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SREF 

SUBJ: NGUEYN THANH VINH 
REE: STATE 134967 

1. REFUGEE OPERATIONS PERSONNEL RECENTLY RETURNED FROM VISITS 
TO ALL BOAT REFUGEE CAMPS IN MALAYSIA. REPORT NO RECORD OF 
SUJECT REFUGEES. 

2. DUE TO EXTREMELY HEAVYINFLUX OF BOAT REFUGEES, HOWEVER, 

IT IS UNLIKELY THAT MR. VINH AND FAMILY WOULD HAVE BEEN 
RECORDED ON U S. EMBASSY REFUGEE ROLLS IF THEY ARRIVED 
WITHIN LAST EIGHT DAYS. POST IS EOLLOWING-UP ENQUIRIES AS 

TO SUBJECT REFUGEES' WHEREABOUTS WITH UNHCR, MALAYSIAN RED 
CRESCENT, AND AUSTRALIAN IMMIGRATION REPRESENTATIVES, ALL 
OF WHOM ARE POSTED AT MALAYSIAN CAMPS WHERE SUBJECTS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 KUALA 04870 300940Z 

MOST LIKELY TO SEEK REEUGE. 

3. RIGS ARE OE COURSE OWNED BY PETRONAS, THE MALAYSIAN 
GOVERNMENT'S NATIONAL OIL COMPANY, AND OPERATED UNDER 
CONTRACT BY EXXON. ACCORDING TO EXXON OFEICIALS, RIG 
PERSONNEL ARE CONSTRAINED BY MALAYSIAN AUTHORITIES 
FROM TAKING REFUGEES ABOARD OR GIVING DIRECTIONS TO 
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MALAYSIA. HOWEVER, HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE IS 
GIVEN TO ARRIVING REFUGEES BOATS, AND RIG PERSONNEL 
HAVE ASSISTED MORE THAN 1,000 REEUGEES SO EAR IN TERMS 
OE EOOD, WATER, FUEL MEDICAL SUPPLIES AND ASSISTANCE, 

MAPS, BOAT REPAIRS, AND OTHER ITEMS TO ENBALE THEM TO 

CONTINUE JOURNEY. IN ONE INSTANCE LAST MONTH WHERE 

REFUGEES BOARDED SHIP ANCHORED AT RIG AND REEUSED TO 

LEAVE, MALAYSIA AUTHORITIES WERE INFORMED AND MALAYSIAN 

NAVY ARRIVED TO TAKE THEM OEE RIG AND BRING THEM TO 

KUALA TRENGGANY, WHERE THEY WERE ADMITTED TO PULAU BESAR CAMP. 

4. IT WOULD APPEAR THAT RIG PERSONNEL AND MALAYSIAN 
AUTHORITIES ARE HANDLING THIS VERY DIFEICULT 
PROBLEM IN AS REASONABLE AND HUMANITARIAN A EASHION 
AS POSSIBLE UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES. WE WILL OE COURSE 
CONTINUE TO ENCOURAGE PROPER TREATMENTBY BOTH GROUPS. 

ROSEHTHAL 


LIMITED OEEICIAL USE 
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